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The title of the novel, as of this writing, 1s Revenge.

PLANS ‘FOR WORK

Of course the title can be changed and quite possibly will be
changed before the work is completed.

It 18 the story of a son who wants revenge agalnst his
father. The boy, Robert, his brotheriand sisﬁer were taken
North because the father refuses to marry the.mother. Sincé
Robert 1s the oldest child,’hﬂ lookq aftar his younger brother
and sister while his mother 13 at work 2 Hhen he is old nnough
to work he helps his mother raise the other two children.

When at fifteen the girl 18*r8ped by one ‘'of her mother!s lovers,
Robert 1is too cowardly to-seeg‘re?épgg, JHis younger brother
finds the man, kills him‘witﬁ-dfkhffe, and as*éfﬁésumt the
brother is sent to prison. Mhen this gﬁppena, both he and his
sister turn against the mother because they blame hpr for
bringing the man into the house. The mother diag after 80

many years of worrying ower her two childrén. quart fee Lj’T}JJ-
guilty about her death because he being the oldest son, it was
his duty. to revengs his sister. Ha‘would not have turned

I

against his mother as his %ther brother did, and he would nof
have let his siger do so efther. This feeling of Built becomes
an obsession with him, and.tblexpiate his guilt he must go back
South and get revenge on thé_other'man, his father, who was

responsible for their going North in ‘the first places When

he returns to the South twenty-one years after he had left,
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he finds: that his father 15 a miniétér, very influential in

the community and married to & woman half his age. She is

about Robert's age--both abouf twenty-five. Robert will get
revenge by seducing his father's yoﬁng wife and then revealing
himaeif to his father. But the father'is ﬁo longer the sinner
he was twenty-one years ago. He is a man bf God now--just the
opposite from Robert who, beéause hiékfamily has been destroyea,
doe® not believe in God. And instead of destroying his father,

he destroys himself and his father's innocent young wife.

I have written abqut-a third of the novel, bu# I need
time to write the rest of it. This fellowship will solve my
financial problem and give me time to work. The novél, which
is to be very short(65,000 wordé) very direct, powerful(I hope)
will require a lot of re-writing. It is not a realistic or
naturalistic novei. .It is a drama, a tragedy--a tragedy caused

by slavery in this country.




